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" Madame," then said the Earl of Shrewsbury, " I am in despair to find that you are so wedded to the follies of popery; permit us to pray for you, we beg."
" If you choose to pray for me, my Lord," the Queen replied, " I thank you, for your intention is kind; but I cannot join in your prayers, for we are not of the same religion."
Thereupon the Earls called the Dean, and while the Queen upon her stool was praying in an undertone, he knelt upon the steps of the scaffold, and prayed at the top of his voice, followed by the whole assemblage except Mary and her servants. In the middle of her prayer, which she was repeating with an Agnus Del around her neck, a crucifix in one hand, and her book of hours in the other, she suddenly slid to the floor and knelt there, praying aloud in Latin, while the others were praying in English; and when they paused, she began in English, so that they might understand her, praying for the afflicted Church of Christ, for an end to the persecution of the Catholics, and for God's blessing upon the reign of her son. She went on to say with the utmost fervor that she hoped to be saved by the merits of Jesus Christ, at the foot of whose cross she was about to pour out her blood.
At that, the Earl of Kent -could contain himself no longer.
"Zounds, Madame," he exclaimed, without respect for the solemnity of the moment, " take Jesus Christ into your heart, and cast out all this papistical trump-cry!"
But she went on, without noticing him, imploring the blessed saints to intercede with God in her behalf.
" Lord I Lord 1" she cried, kissing the crucifix,cc take